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*On 27th February 2018, from 2 

p.m. to 4 p.m, we went to the 

“Théâtre des Feuillants”, rue 

Condorcet, in Dijon for one hour 

and a half. 

* We were 3 classes(2LOG; 

2M.S.; 2SN) and 4 

accompanying teachers= Mrs 

Grateau; Mrs Naret; Mrs 

Gorichon and Mrs Dumont.  

 

Nelson was born in 1918 into a South 

Africa that was divided along black 

and white racial lines. He said he had 

a wonderful childhood and was a keen 

runner and boxer. He learnt more of 

the terrible apartheid system when he 

studied to become a lawyer. This led 

to his campaigning for equal rights 

and his involvement in the African 

National Congress (ANC), which he 

later became the leader of. 

The South African government did its 

best to keep Mandela from spreading 

his message of equality for blacks and 

racial unity. It put him in prison for 27 

years. He became famous around the 

world as an icon of the struggle for 

freedom in South Africa. Rock stars, 

actors, politicians and ordinary people 

campaigned to free him and end 

apartheid. He was released from 

prison in 1990 and the world rejoiced. 
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Winnie Madikizela-Mandela dies aged 81 

South African anti-apartheid campaigner 

and former wife of Nelson Mandela 

became mired in controversy 

South Africa's 'Mother of the Nation', 

Winnie Madikizela-Mandela dies - video 

Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, a hero of the 

anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa but 

also one of its most controversial figures, 

has died aged 81. 

The ex-wife of the former South African 

president Nelson Mandela, she died at a 

hospital in Johannesburg after a long 

illness, her personal assistant, Zodwa 

Zwane, said. 

Seen as the “mother of the nation” by 

many who admired her steely leadership, 

firebrand rhetoric and courageous activism 

against a brutal racist regime, Madikizela-

Mandela was also repeatedly accused of 

being linked to violence and corruption. 

“Mrs Madikezela-Mandela was one of the 

greatest icons of the struggle against 

apartheid. She fought valiantly against the 

apartheid state … sacrificed her life for the 

freedom of the country and helped to give 

the struggle for justice in South Africa one 

of its most recognisable faces”. 

 

She was one of the few remaining representatives of the 

generation of activists who led the fight against apartheid. Her 

often negative image abroad contrasts with her deep and long-

lasting popularity within her homeland. 

A statement from her family said the former political prisoner, 

who used her family name of Madikizela after her divorce, had 

been “in and out of hospital since the beginning of the year”. 

“She succumbed peacefully surrounded by her family and loved 

ones in the early hours of Monday afternoon,” the statement 

said. 

 


